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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
CONTROLLING DATA STORAGE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/CN2011/074116, filed on May 16, 2011,
which claims priority to Chinese Patent Application No.
201010512511.3, filed on Oct. 11, 2010, both of which are
hereby incorporated by reference in their entireties.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to the computer field, and in
particular, to a method and an apparatus for controlling data
storage.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Research on Internet traffic conducted by various network
companies and authorities shows that media content will take
up 90% of the total Internet traffic in the future. Therefore,
effectively storing and accessing the media content is a criti-
cal and hot issue in network technology research.

An economic way of storing the media content to meet the
demands of large numbers of users is to use a high speed
cache (cache mechanism, that is, copies of the media content
are cached on cache devices having the storage function). The
cache devices are generally distributed over the network.
When a user requests the media content, the user only needs
to access one or multiple cache devices storing the media
content.

One problem is presented during using of the cache mecha-
nism, that is, on which cache devices the copies of the media
content are to be placed. Concerning this problem, the prior
art proposes the following solution:

The cache devices on which the copies are to be placed are
selected by minimizing the physical distance between the
locations for placing the copies. This solution predicts,
according to the popularity of the copies, the number of
copies to be placed to balance the supply and the demand, and
then selects several cache devices close to each other in terms
of the physical location to place the copies.

However, the technical solutions in the prior art has the
following problems:

In the prior art, the cache devices on which the copies are to
be placed are selected by minimizing the physical distance
between the locations for placing the copies and copies of the
media content are placed on these cache devices. In practice,
it is probable that no copies are placed on cache devices that
are frequently accessed by users, and consequently users need
to transit to other cache devices for accessing the copies,
causing a longer delay when users access the media content.

Or, it is possible that copies of the media content are placed
on cache devices that are seldom accessed by users. Conse-
quently, an access rate of the copies is low, affecting storage
space of the cache devices.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention provide a method
and an apparatus for controlling data storage, which are
capable of reducing the average delay in user access and
improving the utilization rate of a network.

Anembodiment of the present invention provides a method
for controlling data storage, including: obtaining the number
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of copies of to-be-placed media content; inputting user set
information, server set information, media traffic demand
information, and network topology information that are col-
lected into a joint optimization model that is based on server
selection and traffic engineering to perform joint optimiza-
tion, and obtaining output information; performing statistics
collection on the output information to obtain user access
statistics of the to-be-placed media content on each cache
device; and placing, according to the user access statistics and
the number of copies, the copies of the to-be-placed media
content so that the copies of the to-be-placed media content
are preferentially placed on a cache device having large user
access statistics.

An embodiment of the present invention provides an appa-
ratus for controlling data storage, including: an information
collecting module, configured to obtain the number of copies
of to-be-placed media content and collect user set informa-
tion, server set information, network topology information,
and a media content demand; a joint optimization module,
configured to input user set information, server set informa-
tion, media traffic demand information, and network topol-
ogy information that are collected into a joint optimization
model that is based on server selection and traffic engineering
to perform joint optimization, and obtain output information;
a statistics calculating module, configured to perform statis-
tics collection on the jointly optimized output information to
obtain user access statistics of the to-be-placed media content
on each cache device; and a copy placing module, configured
to place, according to the user access statistics and the number
of copies, the copies of the to-be-placed media content so that
the copies of the to-be-placed media content are preferen-
tially placed on a cache device having large user access sta-
tistics.

It can be seen from the above technical solutions that the
embodiments of the present invention have the following
advantages:

In the embodiments of the present invention, joint optimi-
zation is performed for the network information by using a
joint optimization model based on server selection and traffic
engineering, statistics collection is performed for the jointly
optimized output information to obtain the user access statis-
tics of the media content, and the copies are placed according
to the user access statistics so that the copies of the to-be-
placed media content are preferentially placed on the cache
device having large user access statistics. Therefore, it is
ensured that the cache device having large user access statis-
tics is placed with copies of the media content for ease of user
access. In this way, users do not need to access another cache
device in transit mode, and therefore the average delay in user
access may be shortened.

In addition, no copy of the media content generally is
placed on a cache device with small user access statistics.
Therefore, its storage space may be saved and the network
utilization rate is effectively improved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a method for controlling
data storage according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is another schematic diagram of a method for con-
trolling data storage according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 3 is another schematic diagram of a method for con-
trolling data storage according to an embodiment of the
present invention;
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FIG. 4 is another schematic diagram of a method for con-
trolling data storage according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of an apparatus for control-
ling data storage according to an embodiment of the present
invention; and

FIG. 6 is another schematic diagram of an apparatus for
controlling data storage according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention provide a method
and an apparatus for controlling data storage for placing
copies of media content, which are capable of achieving
optimized delay experience and improving the network utili-
zation rate.

Referring to FIG. 1, an embodiment of a method for con-
trolling data storage according to the present invention is
illustrated, including:

101. Obtain the number of copies of to-be-placed media
content.

In this embodiment, to meet demands for the media content
from a large number of users, an apparatus for controlling
data storage may cache the copies of the media content on a
cache device having a storage function.

The number of the copies of the media content may be
determined according to the popularity of the media content.
Inpractice, the number of the copies of the media content may
also be determined according to other factors, which are
common knowledge for those skilled in the art and are not
limited here.

102. Perform joint optimization and obtain output infor-
mation.

In this embodiment, the apparatus for controlling data stor-
age may input user set information, server set information,
media traffic demand information, and network topology
information that are collected into a joint optimization model
that is based on server selection and traffic engineering to
perform joint optimization, and obtain jointly optimized out-
put information.

It should be noted that, in the field of network optimization,
server selection optimization and traffic engineering optimi-
zation are two different optimization issues in the network
optimization research. In the prior art, a server selection opti-
mization model and a traffic engineering optimization model
are established.

The optimization model based on server selection and traf-
fic engineering refers to an optimization model combining the
server selection optimization model and the traffic engineer-
ing optimization model, and meanwhile combining the con-
vex optimization technology and the Nash Bargaining Solu-
tion in the Game Theory. The specific optimization model is
the common knowledge for those skilled in the art, which is
not limited here.

103. Perform statistics collection on the jointly optimized
output information to obtain user access statistics of the to-
be-placed media content on each cache device.

After the output information is obtained after joint optimi-
zation is performed on the user set information, the server set
information, the media traffic demand information, and the
network topology information, statistics collection may be
performed on the output information to obtain the user access
statistics of the to-be-placed media content on each cache
device.
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104. Place the copies of the media content on a cache
device with large user access statistics.

The apparatus for controlling data storage places, on the
corresponding cache device according to the user access sta-
tistics obtained in step 103 and the number of copies obtained
in step 101, the copies of the to-be-placed media content so
that the copies of the to-be-placed media content are placed
on the cache device with large user access statistics of the
to-be-placed media content.

In this embodiment, joint optimization is performed on the
network information by using a joint optimization model
based on server selection and traffic engineering, statistics
collection is performed on the jointly optimized output infor-
mation to obtain the user access statistics of the media con-
tent, and the copies are placed according to the user access
statistics so that the copies of the to-be-placed media content
are preferentially placed on the cache device with large user
access statistics. Therefore, it is ensured that the cache device
with large user access statistics is placed with copies of the
media content, being ease of user access. In this way, users do
not need to access another cache device in transit mode, and
therefore the average delay in user access may be shortened.

In addition, no copy of the media content is placed on a
cache device with small user access statistics is placed. There-
fore, its storage space may be saved and the network utiliza-
tion rate is effectively improved.

For ease of understanding, the following describes in detail
the method for controlling data storage according to the
embodiments of the present invention. For details, refer to
FIG. 2. A method for controlling data storage according to
another embodiment of the present invention includes:

201. Obtain the number of copies of to-be-placed media
content.

Step 201 is the same as step 101 in the embodiment illus-
trated in FIG. 1, which is not detailed here again.

202. Input user set information, server set information,
media traffic demand information, and network topology
information that are collected into a joint optimization model
that is based on server selection and traffic engineering to
perform joint optimization, and obtain jointly optimized out-
put information.

The jointly optimized output information may include the
user set information, the server set information, the media
traffic demand information, and the network topology infor-
mation, and other information such as a server bandwidth set
and network end-to-end background traffic information. In
practice, the server bandwidth set or other information may
be added to the input information for joint optimization
according to the actual requirement, which is not limited here.

The jointly optimized output information includes a cache
device policy and a network routing policy. The cache device
policy includes a policy of a cache device providing services
for user selection and a traffic allocation policy of the cache
device; and the network routing policy includes a policy for
selecting a route between the cache device and a user.

203. Perform statistics collection on the jointly optimized
output information to obtain user access statistics of the to-
be-placed media content on each cache device.

In this embodiment, during the statistics collection on the
jointly optimized output information, the cache device policy
in the output information is mainly collected. The cache
device policy includes the policy of the cache device provid-
ing services for user selection, where the policy of the cache
device providing services for user selection may include cor-
respondence between the user, the media content accessed by
the user, and the cache device storing the media content.
Statistics collection may be performed on user access statis-
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tics of each piece of media content on each cache device
according to the correspondence to obtain user access statis-
tics of the to-be-placed media content on each cache device.

In practice, the statistics collection of the user access sta-
tistics may focus on different aspects. To be specific, only the
frequency of accessing the media content by the user may be
collected, or the frequency of accessing the media content by
the user and traffic between the server and the user may be
collected. Therefore, the statistical information of the user
access statistics may be determined according to the actual
requirement, which is not limited here.

Inthis embodiments of the present invention, a set matrix U
of'the user access statistics of all pieces of to-be-placed media
content may be obtained after statistics collection is per-
formed on the jointly optimized output information.

204. From user access statistics of a certain piece of media
content in the user access statistics, select cache devices cor-
responding to the first N user access statistics in descending
order.

205. Place the copies of the media content on the selected
cache devices.

The user access statistics U include the user access statis-
tics of all pieces of the to-be-placed media content that cor-
respond to each device. When the copies are placed on the
cache devices, select the user access statistics of a piece of
media content on each cache device from the user access
statistics U, sequence the user access statistics of the media
content in descending order, and select cache devices corre-
sponding to the first N user access statistics to place the copies
of the media content, where N is the number of the copies of
the media content, and the number of selected cache devices
is the same as the number of the copies of the media content.

206. Determine whether the media content has remaining
copies to be placed and determine whether the cache devices
have sufficient remaining capacity to store the copies of the
media content; if the remaining capacity is sufficient, perform
step 204; otherwise, perform step 207.

207. Stop placing the copies of the media content.

When no remaining copies of the media content need to be
placed, or the cache devices do not have sufficient remaining
capacity to store any copy of the media content, placing the
copies of the media content is stopped.

When some copies of the media content still need to be
placed, and the remaining capacity of the cache devices is
larger than the capacity required for placing the copies of the
media content, user access statistics of a next piece of to-be-
placed media content in the user access statistics U are
sequenced, and the copies of the next to-be-placed media
content are placed to ensure the copies of all pieces of the
to-be-placed media content are placed completely; or when
the cache devices do not have insufficiency remaining capac-
ity to store any copy of the media content, placing the copies
of the media content is stopped.

The embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2 describes placing of
the copies of a piece of media content after user access sta-
tistics collection is performed for all pieces of the to-be-
placed media content. In practice, other manners for placing
copies may also be used. Referring to FIG. 3, a method for
controlling data storage according to another embodiment of
the present invention includes:

301-302. The steps are the same as steps 201 and 202 in the
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2, which are not detailed here
again.

303. Perform statistics collection according to the jointly
optimized output information to obtain user access statistics
of a piece of to-be-placed media content.
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In this embodiment of the present invention, statistics col-
lection is performed on the jointly optimized output informa-
tion multiple times. After each time of statistics collection,
user access statistics of only one piece of to-be-placed media
content is obtained.

304. Place the copies of the piece of media content to the
first N cache devices sequenced in descending order in terms
of the user access statistics.

The user access statistics of the piece of media content are
sequenced in descending order, and cache devices corre-
sponding to the first N user access statistics are selected to
place the copies of the piece of media content. By performing
steps 303 and 304, the copies of one piece of media content
are placed completely.

305. Determine whether the media content has remaining
copies to be placed and determine whether the cache devices
have sufficient remaining capacity to store the copies of the
media content; if the remaining capacity is sufficient, perform
step 303; otherwise, perform step 306.

306. Stop placing the copies of the media content.

When some copies of the media content still need to be
placed, and the remaining capacity of the cache devices is
larger than the capacity required for placing the copies of the
media content, statistics collection is still performed on the
jointly optimized output information, user access statistics of
a next piece of to-be-placed media content are obtained and
sequenced, and the copies of the next piece of to-be-placed
media content are placed to ensure the copies of all the to-be-
placed media content are placed completely; or when the
cache devices do not have insufficiency remaining capacity to
store any copy of the media content, placing the copies of the
media content is stopped.

The embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2 is different from the
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3 in that: according to the
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2, statistics collection is per-
formed on the jointly optimized output information only once
to obtain the user access statistics matrix U; whereas accord-
ing to the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3, statistics collec-
tion is performed on the jointly optimized output information
multiple times, user access statistics of only one piece of
media content is obtained each time, and after the copies of
the piece of media content are placed completely, user access
statistics collection and copy placement are performed for a
next piece of media content.

In practice, besides the data storage methods described in
the embodiments illustrated in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, another
method for controlling data storage is also available. Refer-
ring to FIG. 4, a data storage method according to another
embodiment of the present invention includes:

401-403. The steps are the same as steps 201 to 203 in the
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2, which are not detailed here
again.

404. Traverse user access statistics of each cache device to
obtain the maximum value of the user access statistics.

The user access statistics matrix U of each cache device
includes the corresponding user access statistics of all to-be-
placed media content on the each cache device. After the
matrix U is traversed, the maximum value of the user access
statistics is obtained.

405. Determine whether the media content corresponding
to the maximum value of the user access statistics has remain-
ing copies; if the media content does not have remaining
copies, perform step 406; otherwise, perform step 407.

406. Delete the maximum value and continue to perform
step 404.
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407. Place the copies of the media content corresponding to
the maximum value to the cache device corresponding to the
maximum value.

408. Delete the maximum value.

409. Determine whether the media content has remaining
copies to be placed and determine whether the cache device
has sufficient remaining capacity to store the copies of the
media content; if the remaining capacity is sufficient, perform
step 404; otherwise, perform step 410.

410. Stop placing the copies of the media content.

It should be noted that, this embodiment of the present
invention describes the case where there is only one maxi-
mum value of the user access statistics. However, the case that
there are multiple maximum values may also exist. In such a
case, copies of the media content may be placed on the cache
devices corresponding to the maximum values randomly or
may be placed on cache devices according to the priorities of
the cache devices or pieces of media content. In practice, the
method for placing the copies in the case of multiple maxi-
mum values of the user access statistics may depend on spe-
cific situations, which is not limited here.

Inthis embodiment of the present invention, the user access
statistics of the cache devices are traversed to obtain the
maximum value of the access statistics, and the copies are
placed according to the media content and cache device that
correspond to the maximum value.

For a better understanding, the following describes specific
application scenarios of the embodiments. For ease of
description, the used symbols are defined as follows:

B={b,/1=j=MI} indicates a set of all to-be-placed media
content, and the storage space occupied by the media content
b, is sizeof(b); R={r |1=j=MI} is a set of the numbers of the
copies of the media content, where r; indicates the number of
copies of themedia content b; S={s,11=i=Nl} is a set of cache
devices, where s, indicates a set of the cache devices selected
for placing the copies of the media content b ; C={c,|1=i=NI}
is a set of idle storage capacity of the cache devices, where ¢,
indicates the idle storage capacity of the cache devices s
BW={bw,|1=i<Nl} isaset of bandwidth of the cache devices;
T={t,11=k=KI} is a set of all users; my is the content traffic
demand of the user t; bg,, is the end-to-end background
traffic from the user t, to the cache devices s; the matrix
U={u,1=i=N,1=j=<Ml} is a two-dimensional matrix of the
user access statistics, where u,; indicates the user access sta-
tistics of the media content b; on the cache devices s;. In
addition, the definition of the set S,/ of the cache devices
that can be accessed by users is as follows: assume that media
content b; is accessed by the user t; if the copies of b, have
been displaced on the set s, of the cache devices, then
S,aid =s;; otherwise, S,/ ={sls,ES,c;zsizeof(b,)}. The
above various sets are initialized to obtain the information
required for joint optimization. The user set information T,
cache device set information S, media traffic demand infor-
mation m,, and network topology information BW and bg,,
are input into a joint optimization model based on server
selection and traffic engineering and statistics collection is
performed on the output information to obtain the user access
statistics.

The method for calculating the user access statistics is as
follows: assume that the user set served by the cache device s
is T,, and the collected user access statistics of the media
content b on the cache device s is
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When the user t does not access the media content b, I”/=0;
when the user t accesses the media content b, I”=1. x** indi-
cates the traffic between the cache device s and the user t. It
should be noted that the focus of the user access statistics
varies with optimization requirements. When statistics col-
lection needs to be performed only on the user’s access fre-
quency rather than the traffic, the user access statistics is

Z 1*.

teTs

In practice, the formula for collecting the user access statistics
is set as required, which is not limited here.

The following describes specific applications correspond-
ing to the embodiments illustrated in FIG. 2, FIG. 3, and FIG.
4.

Corresponding to the method described in the embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 2:

Statistics collection is performed on the jointly optimized
output information to obtain a two-dimensional matrix U,
U={u,/1=i=N,1=j=Ml}, where u,, indicates the user access
statistics of the media content b; on the cache devices s,. In
practice, the matrix U may be or not be generated according
to actual requirements, and the form of the matrix may also be
determined according to actual requirements, which are not
limited here.

The copies of the media content b, are placed, the user
access statistics of the media content b, are sequenced in
descending order according to the matrix U, and the first r;
cache devices corresponding to the user access statistics are
selected for placing the copies of the media content b,. After
the copies of the media content b, are placed completely, the
idle capacity of the cache devices allocated to the media
content b, is reduced by sizeof(b,). Cache device selectionand
copy placement are performed for the media content b, , until
all the cache devices have no sufficient remaining capacity to
store any copy of any media content or the copies of all media
content are placed to the corresponding cache devices.

Corresponding to the method described in the embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 3:

When statistics collection is performed on the jointly opti-
mized output information, the matrix U may be directly
obtained. However, the copies of one piece of media content
are placed each time after the user access statistics of the
media content are collected, and then the user access statistics
of'the copies of a next piece of media content are collected.

Statistics collection is performed on the jointly optimized
output information to obtain the user access statistics of the
media content b, the user access statistics of the media con-
tent b, are sequenced in descending order, and the first r; cache
devices corresponding to the user access statistics are selected
for placing the copies of the media content b,. After the copies
of the media content b, are placed completely, the idle capac-
ity of the cache devices allocated to media content b; is
reduced by sizeof(b,). Cache device selection and copy place-
ment are performed for the media content b, until all the
cache devices have no sufficient remaining capacity to store
any copy of any piece of media content or the copies of all
media content are placed to the corresponding cache devices.
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Corresponding to the method described in the embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 4:

Statistics collection is performed on the jointly optimized
output information to obtain the two-dimensional matrix U of
the user access statistics. The matrix U is traversed to obtain
the maximum value u,; of the user access statistics, where u,;
indicates the user access statistics of the media content b; on
the cache devices s,. It is determined whether the media
content b, has remaining copies to place. If the media content
b, has remaining copies to place, the copies of the media
content b corresponding to the maximum value u,; are placed
to the corresponding cache devices s,, the maximum value is
deleted from the matrix U, and the matrix U is further tra-
versed to obtain a next maximum value. If the media content
b, does not have remaining copies to place, the maximum
value of the user access statistics is deleted from the matrix U,
and the matrix U is further traversed to obtain a next maxi-
mum value of the user access statistics. In this case, similar
determination is made to ensure that the remaining capacity
ofall the cache devices is insufficient to store any copy of the
media content or the copies of all pieces of media content
have been placed on the corresponding cache devices com-
pletely.

In the embodiments, joint optimization is performed on the
network information, statistics collection is performed on the
jointly optimized output information, and copies are placed
according to the user access statistics so that the copies of the
media content are preferentially placed on the cache device
with large user access statistics. In this way, a user is provided
with optimized delay experience when accessing the media
content, and less network traffic is generated. This improves
the user’s delay experience and mitigates network conges-
tion.

The following describes an apparatus for controlling data
storage for placing copies according to an embodiment of the
present invention. Referring to FIG. 5, the apparatus for con-
trolling data storage according to this embodiment includes:

an information collecting module 501, configured to obtain
the number of copies of to-be-placed media content and col-
lect user set information, server set information, network
topology information, and media content demand;

a joint optimization module 502, configured to input the
user set information, server set information, media traffic
demand information, and network topology information that
are collected into a joint optimization model that is based on
server selection and traffic engineering to perform joint opti-
mization, and obtain jointly optimized output information;

a statistics calculating module 503, configured to perform
statistics collection on the jointly optimized output informa-
tion to obtain user access statistics of the media content on
each cache device; and

acopy placing module 504, configured to place, according
to the user access statistics of the media content and the
number of copies, the copies of the to-be-placed media con-
tent so that the copies of the to-be-placed media content are
preferentially placed on a cache device with large user access
statistics.

In this embodiment, the statistics calculating module 503
may specifically include:

a parsing unit, configured to parse a policy of a cache
device providing services for user selection to obtain corre-
spondence between a user, media content accessed by the
user, and a cache device storing the media content, where the
policy of the cache device providing services for user selec-
tionis contained in a cache device policy and the cache device
policy is contained in the output information;
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a statistics collecting unit, configured to collect user access
statistics of each piece of media content on each cache device;
and

an obtaining unit, configured to obtain user access statistics
of'to-be-placed media content on each cache device.

Inthis embodiment, the information collecting module 501
inputs the user set information, server set information, media
traffic demand information, and network topology informa-
tion that are collected into the joint optimization module 502.
The joint optimization module 502 performs joint optimiza-
tion by using the joint optimization model based on the server
selection and traffic engineering and sends the output infor-
mation to the statistics calculating module 503. The statistics
calculating module performs statistics collection according to
the number of the copies of the to-be-placed media content
that is obtained by the information collecting module 501 and
the information sent by the joint optimization module 502.
Theuser access statistics obtained by the statistics calculating
module 503 are sent to the copy placing module 504. The
copy placing module 504 obtains the first N cache devices
when the user access statistics corresponding to media con-
tent are sequenced in descending order and places the copies
of the media content to the first N cache devices so that the
copies of the to-be-placed media content are preferentially
placed on the cache device with large user access statistics.

FIG. 6 is another schematic diagram of an apparatus for
controlling data storage according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

In this embodiment, the information collecting module
501, the joint optimization module 502, the statistics calcu-
lating module 503, and the copy placing module 504 are the
same as those described in the embodiment illustrated in FIG.
5, which are not detailed here.

The embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6 further includes:

a deleting module 601, configured to delete the maximum
value of the user access statistics when the media content
corresponding to the maximum value of the user access sta-
tistics does not have remaining copies; and

a determining module 602, configured to determine
whether the media content corresponding to the maximum
value of the user access statistics has remaining copies.

When the copies are placed according to the embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 4, the deleting module 601 and the deter-
mining module 602 are also used. The information collecting
module 501 inputs the user set information, service set infor-
mation, media traffic demand information, and network
topology information that are collected into the joint optimi-
zation module 502. The joint optimization module 502 per-
forms joint optimization by using the joint optimization
model that is based on server selection and, and obtains out-
put information and sends the output information to the sta-
tistics calculating module 503. The statistics calculating mod-
ule performs statistics collection according to the number of
the copies of the to-be-placed media content that is obtained
by the information collecting module 501 and the information
sent by the joint optimization module 502. The user access
statistics obtained by the statistics calculating module 503 are
sent to the copy placing module 504. The copy placing mod-
ule 504 obtains the maximum value of the user access statis-
tics and input the maximum value into the determining mod-
ule 602. The determining module 602 determines whether the
media content corresponding to the maximum value of the
user access statistics has remaining copies; if the media con-
tent has remaining copies, the determining module 602 feeds
back the result to the copy placing module 504 and the copy
placing module 504 places the copies of the media content
corresponding to the maximum value; if the media content
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does not have remaining copies, the determining module 602
feeds back the result to the deleting module 601, and the
deleting module 601 deletes the obtained maximum value
from the user access statistics, feeds back information to the
copy placing module to update the maximum value of the user
access statistics, and obtains another maximum value and
perform a next copy placement process.

In this embodiment of the present invention, optimization
and statistics collection and calculation are performed on the
network information by using the joint optimization model
based on server selection and traffic engineering to obtain the
user access statistics of the to-be-placed media content. The
copies of the media content are placed on the cache device
with large user access statistics so that the delay in user’s
accessing the media content is shortened and the generated
traffic is reduced. This improves the user’s delay experience
and improves the network utilization rate.

Persons of ordinary skills in the art should understand that
all or part steps of the preceding methods can be implemented
by hardware following instructions of programs. The pro-
grams may be stored in a computer readable storage medium.
The storage medium may be a read only memory (ROM), a
magnetic disk, or a compact disc-read only memory (CD-
ROM).

Detailed above are the method and apparatus for control-
ling data storage provided in the embodiments of the present
invention. Persons of ordinary skills in the art can make
modifications or variations to the embodiments and applica-
tion without departing from the idea of the embodiments. The
description is not intended to limit the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for controlling data storage, comprising:

obtaining a number of copies of to-be-placed media con-
tent;

inputting user set information, server set information,
media traffic demand information, and network topol-
ogy information that are collected into a joint optimiza-
tion model based on server selection and traffic engi-
neering to perform joint optimization, and obtaining
output information;

performing statistics collection on the output information
to obtain user access statistics of the to-be-placed media
content on each cache device; and

placing, according to the user access statistics and the
number of copies, the copies of the to-be-placed media
content so that the copies of the to-be-placed media
content are preferentially placed on a cache device with
large user access statistics;

wherein the placing, according to the user access statistics
and the number of copies, the copies of the to-be-placed
media content comprises:

1) traversing the user access statistics of each cache device
to obtain a maximum value of the user access statistics;

2) determining whether the media content corresponding
to the maximum value of the user access statistics has
remaining copies; if the media content has remaining
copies, performing operation 3); if the media content
does not have remaining copies, deleting the maximum
value and performing operation 1);

3) placing the copies of the media content corresponding to
the maximum value of the user access statistics on a
cache device corresponding to the maximum value of
the user access statistics according to the maximum
value of the user access statistics, and deleting the maxi-
mum value; and

4) repeating operations 1) to 3) until all copies of the media
content are placed.
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2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

if remaining capacity of a cache device is insufficient, stop
placing the copies on the cache device.

3. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

inputting a server bandwidth set and network end-to-end
background traffic information that are collected to the
joint optimization model that is based on server selec-
tion and traffic engineering to perform joint optimiza-
tion.

4. A method for controlling data storage, comprising:

obtaining a number of copies of to-be-placed media con-
tent;

inputting user set information, server set information,
media traffic demand information, and network topol-
ogy information that are collected into a joint optimiza-
tion model based on server selection and traffic engi-
neering to perform joint optimization, and obtaining
output information;

performing statistics collection on the output information
to obtain user access statistics of the to-be-placed media
content on each cache device; and

placing, according to the user access statistics and the
number of copies, the copies of the to-be-placed media
content so that the copies of the to-be-placed media
content are preferentially placed on a cache device with
large user access statistics, wherein the output informa-
tion comprises:

a cache device policy and a network routing policy;

wherein the cache device policy comprises a policy of a
cache device providing services for user selection and a
traffic allocation policy of the cache device; and

the network routing policy comprises a policy for selecting
a route between the cache device and a user.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the perform-
ing statistics collection on the output information to obtain
the user access statistics of the to-be-placed media content on
each cache device comprises:

parsing the policy of the cache device providing services
for user selection to obtain correspondence between the
user, media content accessed by the user, and a cache
device storing the media content;

collecting user access statistics of each piece of media
content on each cache device; and

obtaining user access statistics of to-be-placed media con-
tent on each cache device.

6. An apparatus for controlling data storage, comprising:

an information collecting module, configured to obtain a
number of copies of to-be-placed media content and
collect user set information, server set information, net-
work topology information, and media content demand;

a joint optimization module, configured to input the user
set information, server set information, media traffic
demand information, and network topology information
that are collected into a joint optimization model based
on server selection and traffic engineering to perform
joint optimization, and obtain output information;

a statistics calculating module, configured to perform sta-
tistics collection on the jointly optimized output infor-
mation to obtain user access statistics of the media con-
tent on each cache device;

a copy placing module, configured to place, according to
the user access statistics and the number of copies, the
copies of the to-be-placed media content so that the
copies of the to-be-placed media content are preferen-
tially placed on a cache device having large user access
statistics;
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a deleting module, configured to delete a maximum value
of the user access statistics when the media content
corresponding to the maximum value of the user access
statistics does not have remaining copies; and

a determining module, configured to determine whether
the media content corresponding to the maximum value
of the user access statistics has remaining copies.

7. An apparatus for controlling data storage, comprising:

an information collecting module, configured to obtain a
number of copies of to-be-placed media content and
collect user set information, server set information, net-
work topology information, and media content demand;

a joint optimization module, configured to input the user
set information, server set information, media traffic
demand information, and network topology information
that are collected into a joint optimization model based
on server selection and traffic engineering to perform
joint optimization, and obtain output information;

a statistics calculating module, configured to perform sta-
tistics collection on the jointly optimized output infor-
mation to obtain user access statistics of the media con-
tent on each cache device;
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a copy placing module, configured to place, according to
the user access statistics and the number of copies, the
copies of the to-be-placed media content so that the
copies of the to-be-placed media content are preferen-
tially placed on a cache device having large user access
statistics, wherein the statistics calculating module com-
prises:

a parsing unit, configured to parse a policy of a cache
device providing services for user selection to obtain
correspondence between a user, media content accessed
by the user, and a cache device storing the media content,
wherein the policy of the cache device providing ser-
vices for user selection is contained in a cache device
policy and the cache device policy is contained in the
output information;

a statistics collecting unit, configured to collect user access
statistics of each piece of media content on each cache
device; and

an obtaining unit, configured to obtain user access statistics
of the to-be-placed media content on each cache device.
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